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The  C.  L.  Todd  family  whose  picture 
appears  on  tlie  front  cover  of  tlie  OPTI- 
MIST this  month  are  well  known  in  the 
riding  device  business. 

Col.  T.  J.  Todd  and  wife  started  in 
the  riding  device  business  many  years 
ago  and  in  those  days  their  son  C.  L., 
was  Just  a  boy  growing  up  and  gaining 
experience  as  time  went  on.  For  many 
years  the  T.  J.  Todd  &  Son  United 
Shows  were  very  prominent  as  a  travel- 
ing organization.  Thev  became  mem- 
bers of  the  BIG  ELI  Family  in  1912, 
purchasing  a  No.  5  BIG  ELI  AVheel  to 
operate  in  connection  with  their  Her- 
schell-Spillman  Carousselle.  With  these 
two  rides  and  a  number  of  shows  and 
concessions  they  toured  the  central  west 
and  southern  territory  for  several  seasons. 

C.  L.  (Leon)  Todd's  mechanical  ex- 
perience has  come  from  actual  practice 
with  riding  devices  and  engines,  so  he 
is  a  practical  ride  man  in  every  way.  He 
grew  up  in  the  business  and  intends  to 
make  this  his  life  work. 

In  1914  T.  J.  Todd  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  Fred  Paul  and  the  Amuse- 
ment Company  was  known  as  the  Todd 
&  Paul  United  Shows.  On  April  16th, 
1914  C.  L.  (Calvin  Leon)  Todd  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Bernice 
Adolph  of  Petosky,  Michigan.  Miss 
Adolph  was  a  sister  of  Mrs.  Fred  Paul. 
The  wedding  ceremony  was  performed 
in  the  Todd  private  car  in  Seneca,  South 
Carolina. 

Calvin  Paul  Todd  was  born  February 
28th,  1918  in  Griffin,  Georgia  and  will 
be  six  years  old  this  month.  Eight  now 
his  greatest  worry  is  the  fear  that  his 
mamma  won't  get  six  layers  on  his  birth- 
day cake. 

In  the  spring  of  1918  when  Calvin 
Todd  was  just  two  months  old  the  Todd 
family  left   the   road    and    permanently 


located  in  Clarksburg,  West  Virginia, 
where  the  two  rides  were  placed  in  Nor- 
wood Park,  operated  hj  Mr.  Edmond 
Denham.  C.  L.  Todd  became  manager 
of  the  rides  and  in  1920  the  family 
bought  half-interest  in  a  Jack  Eabbit 
Coaster  which  Mr.  Todd  has  also  manag- 
ed every  year  since. 

A  year  or  two  ago  they  invested  in  a 
new  Allan  ITerschell  Carousselle  to  re- 
place the  Herschell  -  Spillman  older 
model. 

C.  L.  (Leon)  Todd  grew  up  in  tbe 
riding  device  business  and  Calvin  Paul 
is  following  in  the  footsteps  of  his  Dad 
as  he  is  being  raised  right  at  the  Park 
and  thinks  he  is  quite  a  showman  and 
mechanic,  which  he  no  doubt  will  be  in 
years  to  come. 

The  Todd  Family  liave  always  been 
identified,  not  only  favoring  but  insist- 
ing on  clean  amusements.  They  have 
been  prominent  in  helping  with  the 
clean-up  of  the  amusement  business  by 
establishing  a  record  for  clean  shows  and 
concessions  with  their  travelling  Com- 
pany and  are  now  firm  believers  in  only 
legitimate  Park  amusements  at  all  times. 

One  year  ago  the  past  fall  the  Todd 
family  visited  the  home  of  BIG  ELI 
Wheels  and  we  enjoyed  having  them  with 
us  for  a  limited  time  before  they  return- 
ed to  their  home  in  Clarksburg,  West 
Virginia.  They  have  been  friends  of 
ELI  BRIDGE  COMPANY  for  many 
years  and  during  all  the  life  of  the 
OPTIMIST  have  been  consistent  read- 
ers of  this  magazine.  Families  like  the 
Todd's  improve  the  personnel  of  the  out- 
door amusement  business.  It  is  a  pleas- 
ure for  the  OPTIMIST  to  use  this  pic- 
ture and  have  our  many  readers  become 
better  acquainted  with  this  family,  who 
have  had  years  of  experience  in  the  out- 
door amusement  business. 


ELI  Power  Units  mean  reliable  power.     No  trouble, 
no  time  lost;  means  more  money  to  the  Ride  Man 
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News  From  the  Rides 


On  this  page  we  present  a  photograpli 
which  is  rather  unique.  For  the  first 
time  since  we  have  become  connected 
with  the  Editorial  Department  of  the 
OPTIMIST  we  have  received  a  photo- 
graph of  this  kind.  You  will  note  that 
this  is  a  photograph  of  two  BIG  ELI 
Wheels  seemingly  taken  side  by  side. 
This  photograph  was  furnished  us  by  Mr. 
Frank   Bittle   of   Cincinnati,   Ohio.     The 


can  use  in  the  OPTIMIST.     I  ; 
ing  my  best  regards  to  all. 

Yours  very  truly, 


•nd- 


Frank  Bittle. 


Just  when  we  were  becoming  resigned 
to  our  Christmas  necktie  (it  being  bright 
red)  and  just  when  we  had  decided  we 
were  not  going  to  murder  in  cold  blood 
the  man  who  sold  our  sister  that  box  of 


Enoch  Butcher's  Big  ELI  Wheels 


BIG  ELI  Wheels  are  the  property  of 
Enoch  Butcher  and  were  booked  on  The 
World  At  Home  Shows  for  the  season  of 
1923.  Mr.  Bittle  says  in  his  communi- 
cation of  December  4th,  1933 :  "Allow 
me  to  thank  the  ELI  BRIDGE  COM- 
PA]S[Y  for  the  prompt  delivery  of  pins 
for  the  BIG  ELI  Wheel.  Some  time  ago 
I  said  I  would  send  you  some  pictures  for 
the  OPTIMIST.  These  did  not  prove 
to  be  good  but  at  the  present  time  I  have 
a  nice  one  to  send  you  which  I  hope  you 


Christmas  cigars  but  were  going  to  sue 
him  for  liable — and  after  we  had  sorted 
and  carefully  placed  in  the  archives  of 
the  office  the  half  bushel  basket  full  of 
Christmas  greeting  cards  which  came  to 
us — just  when  we  were  getting  over  our 
grouch  and  groan  caused  by  Christmas 
bills  coming  in — just  when  the  burning 
rays  of  faith  and  hope  had  destroyed  the 
pillars  in  the  temple  of  despair  Col.  Ed. 
R.  Salter  sent  us  a  box  of  very  fine  pecans 
and  a  crate  of  oranges    and    grapefruit 
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from  Florida.  If  there  is  any  way  in  the 
world  that  the  stony  heart  of  the  Editor 
of  the  OPTIMIST  can  be  melted,  it  is 
by  this  system  which  Col.  Salter  takes 
advantage  of,  by  sending  us  this  delicious 
fruit  and  luscious  pecans.  Every  mem- 
ber of  the  office  force  shared  in  Col. 
Salter's  Christmas  Greetings.  It  is  mov- 
ed, seconded  and  carried  by  an  unani- 
mous vote  of  the  office  force  of  ELI 
BRIDGE  COMPANY  that  Ed.  R.  Salter 
is  "Some  Boy."     We'll  say  he  is. 


Merry-go-round.  The  writer  had  the 
privilege  of  visiting  Mr.  Dreibelbeis  when 
he  played  Divernon,  Illinois  last  season. 
We  have  also  enjoyed  a  short  visit  from 
him  during  the  winter  which  the  writer 
enjoyed  very  much. 


We  take  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  in 
presenting  to  the  riding  device  public 
the  photograph  shown  on  this  page  of 
H.  H.  Dreibelbeis  and  family  of  Warren. 
As  some  of  the  readers  will  remember, 
we  published  a  letter  from  Mr.  Dreibel- 
beis in  the  January  edition  of  the  OPTI- 


We  had  just  about  made  up  our  minds 
to  use  a  letter  from  T.  L.  Snodgrass  of 
Clinton,  Missouri  when  we  thought  it 
best  to  write  and  ask  him  regarding 
same.  In  answer  to  our  communication 
we  received  the  following  on  December 
30th. 

ELI  BRIDGE  COMPANY, 
Jacksonville,  111. 
Gentlemen : 

Replying  to  yours  of  the  27th  asking 
permission  to  use  our  statement  regard- 
ing our  BIG  ELI  No.  5  netting  $2,700.00 


MIST  in  which  Mr.  Dreibelbeis  reported 
that  he  took  in  $1492.00  in  one  day  on 
the  three  rides.  Mr.  Dreibelbeis  owns  a 
No.   5  BIG  ELI,  Mangel's  Wliip  and  a 


H.  H.  Driebelbeis  and  family 

in  17  weeks,  will  say  you  are  very  wel- 
come to  use  same.  Will  further  state 
that  Wheel  was  run  for  10c  the  entire 
season  and  that  owing  to  the  fact  that  I 
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have  only  a  small  Gilly  Show  and  only 
played  small  towns  the  Wheel  had  no 
phenomenal  or  big  days.  The  largest 
day's  receipt  was  $375.00  but  taken  in 
the  whole  it  was  just  one  steady  grind 
with  no  bad  runs. 

My  men  had  never  so  much  as  seen  a 
Wheel  put  up  before.  The  ELI  Power 
Unit  never  gave  us  one  minute's  trouble. 

Out  of  the   17  weeks  only   10   weeks 
were   small   celebrations,     7    weeks     still 
towns.     A    Happy   and   Prosperous    New 
Year  to  all  the  ELI  Bunch. 
Respectfully, 

T.  L.  Snodgrass. 


Here  is  a  verification  of  a  statement 
made  by  our  Sales  Manager  in  writing  to 
a  prospective  customer.  '"The  riding  de- 
vice business  does  appeal  to  the  man  with 
good  common  sense  and  a  willingness  to 
work  and  stick  to  business.  The  BIG 
ELI  offers  that  man  a  real  opportunity 
to  become  the  owner  of  a  clean,  money- 
making  business  and  will  return  big 
profits  on  the  investment  year  after 
year."  We  realize  that  it  is  easy  to  make 
promises  but  what  you  want  if  you  are 
not  the  owner  of  a  BIG  ELI  Wheel  is 
reality,  not  claims — facts,  not  promises 
as  the  foregoing  letter  will  testifv  in  our 
behalf. 

Just  that  the  readers  may  know  some- 
thing of  the  universality  of  the  riding  de- 
vice business  and  also  where  the  OPTI- 
MIST goes,  we  are  publishing  a  letter 
from  a  friend  in  New  Zealand.  This 
communication  was  received  on  Christ- 
mas day,  having  been  mailed  on  Novem- 
ber 10,  1933  and  reads  as  follows : 

ELI  BRIDGE  COMPANY, 

Jacksonville,  111. 

I  intended  writing  before  now.  First, 
allow  me  to  thank  you  for  the  OPTI- 
MIST which  I  receive  every  month  and 
find  most  interesting.  You  will  find  en- 
closed a  photograph  of  my  machine  taken 
recently.  It  has  a  seating  capacity  of  60 
but  has  carried  140  persons.     At  an  early 


date  we  intend  to  purchase  a  BIG  ELI 
Wheel  which  will  be  taken  on  a  tour  of 
New  Zealand.  The  rides  will  make  this 
tour  with  shows  and  carnivals.  We 
imagine  it  will  be  a  big  advertisement  for 
your  firm.  At  present  there  are  no  BIG 
ELI  Wheels  operating  in  Now  Zealand. 
Yours  truly, 
Charles  Cabot. 

Wellington.  Xew  Zealand 

On  this  page  we  sliow  the  BIG  ELI, 
the  property  of  W.  K.  Davison  with  the 
Dykman  and  Joyce  Shows.  This  pic- 
ture was  taken  in  Helena.  Arkansas  in 
1923. 

A   great   many   people   write    to    ELI 


W.  K.  Davison's  Big  ELI  No.  5 

BRIDGE  COMPANY  asking  us  what  the 
earning  capacity  of  a  BIG  ELI  is.  We 
are  showing  on  this  page  the  photograph 
of  the  Wheel  that  Mr.  Davison  bought 
two  years  ago  and  placed  it  on  tlie  road. 
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operated  it  by  hired  help,  the  original 
cost  of  the  wheel  and  two  wagons  being 
$5,500.00.  On  December  27th  we  re- 
ceived a  commnnication  from  Mr.  Davi- 
son enclosing  the  last  payment  on  this 
Wheel.  That  means  that  Mr.  Davison 
has  cleared  above  the  running  expense  of 
this  Wheel  $5,500.00  in  the  last  two 
years.  We  are  letting  these  figures  speak 
for  themselves. 

Now  Mr.  Prospect  if  you  are  seriously 
considering  the  purchase  of  a  BIG  ELI 
Wheel  and  are  in  doubt  about  its  earn- 
ing power,  we  ask  you  to  kindly  consider 
these  figures.  Mr.  Davison  informs  us 
that  he  has  never  visited  this  AVhecl  over 


enterprise   using   a    capital    of   $5,500.00 
and  double  it  in  two  years? 

On  this  page  we  present  the  photo  of 
a  BIG  ELI  taken  in  the  Hawaiian  Is- 
lands. This  month  we  thought  it  best 
to  specialize  on  our  foreign  business. 
You  will  note  we  have  the  Hawaiian 
Islands,  South  America,  New  Zealand 
and  foreign  business  of  that  kind  occupy- 
ing the  most  conspicuous  places  in  the 
February  edition  of  the  OPTIMIST. 
The  Wheel  is  the  property  of  Eddie  Fer- 
nandez Company  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 
On  page  11  of  the  January  edition  of  the 
OPTIMIST  we  publish  an  article  en- 
titled    "BIG     ELI     in     the     Hawaiian 


E.  K.  Fernandes'  Big  ELI  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands 

three   or  four  times   in   that    period    of      Islands,"  in  which  the  Writer  says  that 
time.     Can  you  invest  in  any  business  or      "for  the  first  time  in  his  experience  he 
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saw  a  crowd  stand  in  a  'mob' — not  line — 
waiting  to  ride  the  Ferris  Wheel — adnlts 
twenty  cents  and  children  10  cents — and 
packed  three  in  a  seat  from  9  a.  m.  to 
10  p.  m." 

This  picture  was  taken  in  Chicago  from 


San  Juan.  Porto  Rico,  containing  a  col- 
umn of  write-up  on  Ben  Brause's  Shows. 
As  Mr.  Krause  is  another  one  of  our 
"gadder"  friends,  we  are  pleased  to  quote 
on  excerpt  from  the  article.  This  article 
appeared  on  the  first  page  of  "The 
Times'"  of  ^Monrlav,  December  10th,  1933. 


Miller  and  Casper's 

the  top  of  a  three-story  building.  This  is 
a  very  fine  photograph  and  shows  quite  a 
few  concessions  lined  on  both  sides  of  the 
street.  This  is  a  very  interesting  picture 
to  the  Editor  because  of  the  fact  that  it 
was  taken  in  the  city  of  Chicago  on  what 
appears  to  be  a  very  busy  street.  We 
note  in  the  photograph  that  there  are 
two  street  car  tracks  as  well  as  every  evi- 
dence of  being  a  busy  part  of  the  city. 
The  BIG  ELI  Wheel  can  be  operated 
anywhere. 

We  are  in  receipt  of  "The  Times""  from 


Big  ELI  in  Chicago 

"Ben  Krause"s  Coney  Island  Shows 
have  just  completed  their  second  annual 
tour  of  Porto  Rico,  and  are  to  sail  to- 
niorrow  for  Santo  Domingo.  Last  year 
their  success  was  phenomenal,  l)ut  even 
more  so  this  year,  for  the  genial  Mr. 
Krause  made  good  his  promise  to  bring 
down  a  bigger  and  better  show,  and  the 
island  people  have  been  enjoying  an  up- 
to-date  combination  of  clever  acts  by 
versatile  show  people,  full  of  thrills  and 
fun  and  entirely  free  from  all  question- 
able features.  The  latest  riding  devices, 
with  interesting  mechanical  features  and 
side   shows   of  the  highest   quality  have 
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furnished  amusement  for  many  thous- 
ands at  San  Juan,  Ponce  and  Mayaguez, 
for  the  older  folks  as  well  as  the  children. 
Even  the  Governor  and  many  prominent 
officials  found  an  evening's  amusement 
under  the  bright  lights  of  the  Coney 
Island  Shows. 

"Mr.  Krause  expects  to  spend  six  weeks 
in  Santo  Domingo — at  San  Pedro,  Mac- 
oris  and  Santo  Domingo  City —  and  af- 
terwards will  visit  Haiti  before  starting 
South  for  Curacao  and  Caracas.  It  will 
probably  be  mid-March  before  he  reaches 
Caracas.  From  there  the  company  will 
work  South,  across  the  line,  making  the 
principal  South  American  ports.  The 
objective  is  Buenos  Aires,  where  Mr. 
Krause  hopes  to  pitch  his  show  about  a 
year  from  this  date — for  the  Christmas 
season. 

"With   a   company   of   seventy   people, 


The  photograph  of  the  beautiful  little 
bungalow  shown  on  this  page  is  the  prop- 
erty of  Mrs.  E.  L.  Browning  of  Salem, 
Oregon.  Mrs.  Browning,  wife  of  the  late 
Fred  Browning,  is  proprietor  of  The 
Browning  Amusement  Company.  We 
consider  the  Browning  people  among  our 
close  friends  in  a  business  way  and  have 
had  many  business  deals  with  them  be- 
ginning with  the  late  Fred  Browning 
and  continuing  on  down  until  the  pres- 
ent time. 

Our  April  1923  edition  of  the  OPTI- 
MIST contained  a  picture  of  Edward  A. 
Browning  who  is  one  of  the  youngest 
amusement  managers  in  this  country. 
We  wish  Mrs.  Browning  many  peaceful 
moments  and  much  happiness  in  her 
beautiful  home.  We  also  take  space  to 
thank  the  Browning  family  for  the  box 


Home  of  Mrs.  R.  L.  Browning  in  Salem,  Oregon 


many  of  whom  are  drawing  big  pay,  and 
nearly  one  hundred  tons  of  "baggage" 
Mr.  Krause's  undertaking  is  no  small 
financial  risk.  We  predict  he  will  have 
luck  and  success,  for  he  is  a  sound  busi- 
ness man  as  well  as  a  real  showman  and 
a  real  good  fellow." 


of  beautiful  holly  and  mistletoe  which 
reached  the  office  of  ELI  BRIDGE 
COMPANY  on  Christmas,  1923.  This 
Christmas  remembrance  was  greatly  en- 
joyed by  the  office  force  of  ELI  BRIDGE 
COMPANY. 


The  OPTIMIST 


25 


FRANCIS   M.   CRABTREE,   EDITOR 

A  Monthly  Magazine  for  the  benefit  of 
those  interested  in  the  riding  device 
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Editorial 

In  the  January  edition  of  the  OPTI- 
MIST, we  printed  a  letter  from  an  owner 
of  a  BIG  ELI  Wheel,  in  which  he  dis- 
cussed at  length  one  phase  of  the  ride 
l)usiness,  namely :  the  matter  of  high 
privileges  at  Fairs.  It  occurs  to  us  that 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  good  common 
sense  as  well  as  good  business  ethics  in 
this  letter.  While  the  Writer  has  never 
had  an  experience  of  this  kind — has  never 
contracted  for  the  privilege  of  operating 
a  ride  at  a  Fair,  yet,  we  can  see  what 
seems  to  be  the  appearance  of  evil.  The 
more  we  think  about  this  matter  of  high 
privilege  the  more  convinced  we  are  that 
til  is  can  be  remedied  by  a  little  co-opera- 
tion on  the  part  of  riding  device  men,  in- 
stead of  so  much  cut-throat  competition. 
In  almost  any  other  line  of  business  we 
find  organization.  How  long  would  the 
big  business  of  this  country  last  without 
organization?  It  occurs  to  us  that  the 
ride  men  are  simply  standing  in  their 
own  light  if  they  do  not  organize.  They 
should  do  this  in  order  to  protect  them- 
selves. We  have  examined  this  proposi- 
tion from  several  angles  and  have  finally 
come  to  this  conclusion — that  the  sen- 
sible way  out  of  this  dilemma  is  for  the 
riding   device   men   to   get   together   and 


organize  on  some  sound  business  basis 
and  get  away  from  this  evil  of  cut-throat 
competition. 

We  are  not  altogether  condemning 
Fair  Secretaries  or  singling  them  out 
as  especially  corrupt  and  grasping,  be- 
cause we  realize  in  this  old  land  of 
ours  there  seems  to  be  a  spirit  of  "get 
while  the  getting  is  good."  What  else 
can  you  expect  of  a  Secretary,  when  you 
have  offered  him  all  you  think  you  can 
afford  to  pay  for  the  ride  privilege  and 
then  another  ride  owner  comes  along, 
who  has  possibly  the  same  number  of 
rides  and  perhaps  the  same  kind  of  ride, 
and  offers  him  more  money  for  the  same 
privilege?  Cut-throat  competition  never 
helped  any  business. 

In  summing  up  this  matter  it  is  our 
opinion  that  the  ride  men  are  partially 
to  blame.  We  recognize  that  the  Fair 
Secretaries  are  acting  as  servants  of  their 
communities  and  are  possibly  honest  in 
the  conception  of  their  duty  to  serve 
efficiently  and  economically.  Still  there 
is  an  injustice  in  this  attitude  of  some 
Fair  Secretaries  in  charging  exorbitant 
rates  of  the  ride  men — because  perhaps 
the  ride  business  happens  to  be  a  lucra- 
tive business — in  order  to  balance  a  losing 
proposition  on  some  other  part  of  the 
Fair's  activities. 

We  think  a  little  co-operation  and  or- 
ganization on  the  part  of  the  riding  de- 
vice men  would  eliminate  much  of  this 
trouble.  We  do  not  pretend  to  say  just 
how  this  organization  might  be  effected, 
but  we  believe  the  month  of  February 
would  be  a  wonderful  month  in  which  to 
start  the  ball  rolling  to  get  a  movement 
on  foot  among  ride  men  for  their  own 
protection. 

The  Editor  of  the  OPTIMIST  would 
appreciate  an  expression  from  each  ride 
man  on  this  subject.  Kindly  dig  up  last 
month's  OPTIMIST,  turn  to  Mr. 
Hughey's  article,  read  it  thoroughly, 
think  it  over  and  then  write  us  your 
opinion  of  same. 
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1924  BIG  ELI  LAMP  BOX 


A  number  of  worth  while  improve- 
ments have  been  added  to  BIG  ELI 
Wheels  during  the  past  several  3^ears  and 
one  of  the  most  practical  additions  to 
the  standard  equipment  on  the  BIG  ELI 
Wheel  is  the  fillers  for  our  electric  lamp 
box.  This  improvement  was  designed 
both  for  convenience  and  the  protection 
of  electric  lamps  which  makes  them  al- 
most unbreakable  while  transporting  the 
Wheel  with  a  traveling  organization. 


On  the  bottom  of  each  filler  a  strong 
thickness  of  muslin  is  securely  glued. 
Each  nest  of  the  filler  is  of  proper  size 
to  allow  a  lamp  to  drop  in  free  without 
binding  but  is  not  so  big  as  to  cause  the 
lamp  to  move  and  break.  Lamps  are 
placed  in  the  fillers  with  glass  tip  end 
down  and  may  be  easily  put  in  and  taken 
out  with  little  danger  of  breaking. 

The  fillers  are  removable  from  the  box 
at  any  time.     The  surfaces  of  all  fillers 


The  standard  1924  BIG  ELI  lamp  box 
measures  16  3-4  in.  square  by  12  in.  deep 
and  in  this  box  are  two  removable  fillers, 
each  one  properly  partitioned  to  hold 
thirty-six  standard  electric  lamps.  The 
fillers  are  made  of  gum  wood  of  one- 
quarter  inch  thickness.  As  shown  by  the 
picture,  all  inside  partitions  are  re-in- 
forced  with  quarter-round  at  the  crosses 
and  ends,  the  partitions  being  both  nail- 
ed and  glued  for  strength,  and  durability. 


are  carefully  sanded  to  give  a  smooth 
finish  and  they  fit  in  the  boxes  and  nest 
together  perfectly. 

As  the  standard  electric  equipment  on 
the  No.  5  and  No.  12  size  BIG  ELI 
Wheels  include  sixty  electric  lamps,  this 
gives  room  for  twelve  extras  in  each  lamp 
box  as  most  Wheel  men  prefer  to  carry 
a  few  extra  lamps  in  case  of  breakage 
while  the  Wheel  is  in  operation. 

The    lamp    box    fillers    are    standard 
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equipment  on  192J:  Model  BIG  ELI 
Wheels  and  this  improvement  is  only  one 
of  the  many  we  have  placed  on  BIG  ELI 
Wheels  in  the  twenty-four  consecutive 
years  we  have  been  building  them. 

Experienced  Eide  men  can  appreciate 
the  advantages  of  these  fillers  as  the  old 
methods  of  packing  lamps  in  boxes,  loose 
or  in  saw  dust,  were  very  inconvenient, 
and  expensive  as  many  lamps  were  broken 
in  shipping.  This  new  method  is  both 
convenient  and  protective.  Maximum 
service  for  lamps  is  what  we  claim  for 
these  new  BIG  ELI  lamp  box  fillers. 

The  cost  of  making  these  fillers  is 
considerable  more  than  the  old  type 
board  and  sawdust  method  but  we  are 
improving  the  BIG  ELI  at  every  oppor- 
tunitv  and  offer  this  as  a  betterment  in 
BIG  ELI  Wheel  equipment. 


It  has  been  our  constant  aim  to  im- 
prove the  BIG  ELI  and  equipment  fur- 
nished with  it  for  the  assistance  of  BIG 
ELI  owners.  This  lamp  box  filler,  like 
practically  all  standard  improvements, 
may  be  used  on  all  BIG  ELI  \Vheels 
with  lamp  boxes  of  the  16  3-4  by  12  in. 
size,  inside  measurements. 

We  have  other  improvements  on  latest 
model  BIG  ELI  Wheels  about  which  we 
will  tell  vou  in  future  issues  of  the 
OPTIMIST. 

Yours  for  BIG  ELI  Service. 


THE  ARISTOCRAT 


Here  is  the  aristocrat  of  the  BIG  ELI 
Wheels.  This  is  the  largest  size  BIG 
ELI  Wheel  built  by  ELI  BRIDGE 
COjMPANY.  It  is  called  the  No.  16  be- 
cause it  carries  16  patented,  safety  BIG 
ELI  seats. 

In  order  that  the  readers  may  have 
some  idea  of  the  actual  height  of  the  ISTo. 
16  BIG  ELI  Wheel,  the  accompanying 
picture  has  been  taken  with  an  automo- 
bile standing  near  the  base  of  the  Wheel. 
We  did  this  in  order  that  the  readers 
may  understand  the  comparison  in  height 
between  the  two  objects.  As  most  of 
the  readers  know,  it  is  possible  with  the 
camera  to  perform  many  tricks.  We 
want  you  to  know  that  this  picture  has 
not  been  doctored  but  that  the  No.  16 
BIG  ELI  is  reproduced  just  as  it  stood  on 
the  lot  west  of  ELI  BRIDGE  COMPANY 
in  Jacksonville.  The  No.  16  measures  55 
ft.  2  3-4  inches  high  from  the  base  to 
the  top  of  the  top  seat  and  carries  16 
finely  finished,  patented,  safety  BIG  ELI 
seats.  This  Wheel  has  a  carrying  cap- 
acity of  from  32  to  48  passengers  per  trip. 

We  wish  to  point  out  the  difference 
between  this  Wheel  with  its  patented, 
safety  BIG  ELI  seats  and  the  closed  car 


type  of  Wheel,  several  of  which  we  have 
built.  Our  experience  has  taught  us  that 
the  enclosed  car  type  of  Wheel  is  not  so 
popular.  Passengers  riding  in  our  BIG 
ELI  safety  seats  have  nothing  whatever 
to  obscure  their  vision  of  the  surround- 
ing landscape.  This  adds  greatly  to  the 
joy  of  riding  the  BIG  ELI. 

The  No.  16  BIG  ELI  is  the  largest 
portable  Ferris  Wheel  in  operation  on  the 
North  American  continent.  A  number 
of  these  larger  size  Wheels  are  now  in 
operation  thruout  the  country.  Ex- 
perience has  shown  that  it  is  entirely 
portable  and  can  be  handled  quickly  for 
erecting  and  taking  down  and  that  it  is 
practical  for  moving  with  a  Carnival 
Company,  as  loading  space  compares 
favorably  with  the  smaller  Wheels. 

The  first  thing  that  interests  a  riding 
device  man  about  a  riding  device  is  its 
popularity.  No  matter  how  well  built  a 
riding  device  may  be,  if  it  is  not  popular 
with  the  public,  it  certainly  will  not  be 
a  money-earning  device  for  its  owner. 

The  demand  for  the  BIG  ELI  in  some 
of  our  larger  Parks  has  caused  us  to  build 
this  largest  size  Wheel.  This,  therefore, 
proves   the   popularity    of    this    popular 
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riding  device.  A  riding  device  to  be 
profitable  for  its  owner  must  not  only  be 
popular  but  must  have  earning  power. 
We  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that 


ing  48  persons  instead  of  36,  the  No.  16 
BIG  ELI  has  a  capacity  to  earn  more 
money  than  the  other  Models  of  this 
ridinff  device. 


the  No.  16  BIG  ELI  Wheel  creates  a 
great  deal  of  interest  on  the  Midway  or 
in  the  Park  and  with  this  fact,  that  a  trip 
capacity  of  16  seats  instead  of  12,  carry- 


We  therefore  have  the  combination  of 
drawing  power  and  earning  capacity,  two 
essentials  for  every  successful  riding  de- 
vice. 
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There  is  another  important  thing  about 
a  riding  device  and  that  is  a  question  of 
whether  or  not  it  will  stand  the  Test  of 
Time.  We  realize  that  there  has  come 
upon  the  market  within  the  last  twenty- 
four  years  several  forms  of  riding  devices. 
The  only  comment  we  wish  to  make  is 
that  the  BIG  ELI  stays  on  the  market 
and  is  more  popular  now  than  ever  before. 

There  are  three  things  to  take  in  con- 
sideration when  buying  a  riding  device. 

The  first  thing  to  be  taken  in  consid- 
eration is  the  earning  power.  The  ISTo. 
16  BIG  ELI  is  not  an  experiment  but  a 
proven  profit  earner.  The  first  BIG 
ELI  No.  16  was  built  during  the  year  of 
1921  and  since  that  time  experience  has 
proven  that  the  No.  16  is  as  great  a 
money-getter  as  any  of  the  other  three 
Models  of  BIG  ELI  Wheels. 

Second  :  Durability.  We  do  not  know- 
how  long  a  BIG  ELI  Wheel  will  last. 
For  twenty-four  years  we  have  been  build- 
ing these  Wheels  and  none  of  them  have 
ever  worn  out.  In  fact,  we  have  been 
waiting  for  several  years  to  get  hold  of 
old  No.  1  in  order  that  we  may  erect  it 
on  the  top  of  the  assembling  tower  here 
at  the  plant  of  ELI  BRIDGE  COMPANY 
for  an  advertisement.  Old  No.  1  is  still 
running  each  season  and  earning  money 
for  its  owner  and  so  far  seems  to  be  as 
good  as  it  was  the  day  it  was  first  erect- 
ed in  Jacksonville,  twenty-four  years  ago. 

There  is  another  essential  feature  about 
the  No.  16  BIG  ELI  and  that  is  porta- 
bility. The  No.  16  BIG  ELI  Wheel  is 
just  as  easily  erected  and  taken  down  as 
any  other  size,  which  makes  an  ideal 
riding  device  for  any  Carnival  Company 


as  the  loading  space  compares  favorably 
with  the  smaller  size  Wheels.  While  we 
call  this  Wheel  our  Park  or  Pleasure 
Resort  Model,  yet  we  believe  that  every 
Carnival  Manager  will  agree  with  us  that 
his  largest  profits  are  realized  from  his 
riding  devices.  The  No.  16  BIG  ELI 
will  demonstrate  for  you,  as  it  has  for 
others,  that  it  has  increased  earning 
power  over  other  size  Wheels  as  a  port- 
able ride. 

This  Wheel  as  well  as  the  other  sizes 
of  BIG  ELI  Wheels  is  built  in  the  most 
modern  and  up-to-date  amusement  manu- 
facturing plant  in  the  country  by  a  firm 
that  specializes  on  one  particular  ride. 
For  twenty-four  years  ELI  BRIDGE 
COMPANY  has  been  specializing  in 
building  BIG  ELI  Wheels  and  devoting 
all  of  its  experience  to  producing  a  per- 
fect riding  device.  The  No.  16  BIG 
ELI  Wheel  is  the  result  of  all  these  years 
of  experience. 

Will  the  1924  season  find  you  the 
owner  of  one  of  America's  largest  port- 
able Wheels  for  your  Midway?  Will  you 
be  able  to  tell  your  celebration  commit- 
tees that  you  own  one  of  the  special  size 
BIG  ELI  Wheels?  Write  us  for  further 
information  about  this  aristocrat  of  the 
BIG  ELI  Wheels. 


Just  as  we  go  to  press  we  receive  this: 

We're  sending  this  message  to  you  just 

to    say    our    family's    Increased    by    one 

member  today.     Name,    Freddie    Crispin 

Schutz;  Born,  January  8,  1924. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  T.  Schutz, 

Care  McClellan  Shows. 


Booking  List 


The  following  Parks  and  Amusement 
Companies  want  to  book  BIG  ELI  Wheels 
for  the  season  of  1924 : 

1.  Morasca  Circus  and  Bazaar   Co. 

2.  River  View  Park 


3.  Lake  Park 

4.  Wallace   Amusement   Company 

.5.  Chapman  and  Oderkirk's  World's 
Greater  Shows 
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UNDER  THE  CRAB-TREE 


UNSETTLED 

Anxious  Old  Lady  (On  river  steamer) 
— "I  say,  my  good  man,  is  this  boat  go- 
ing up  or  down?" 

Surley  Deckhand— "Well,  she's  a  leaky 
old  tub,  so  I  shouldn't  wonder  if  she  was 
going  down.  Then,  again,  her  B'illers 
ain't  non  too  good,  and  so  she  might  go 
up-"  

WASTE 

In  a  little  backwoods  town  an  itinerant 
salesman  undaunted  by  the  extreme 
povery-stricken  appearance  of  one  house, 
comes  to  sell  the  head  of  the  house  a  cer- 
tain article.     He  got  the  reply. 

"Say,  I  only  spent  one  thin  dime  in  all 
my  life  for  foolishness  and  that  was  for 
a  pair  of  socks." 


BAD  TACTICS 

Sylvia:  "No  woman  ever  takes  an- 
other woman's  advice  about  clothes." 

Helen:  "Of  course  not.  You  don't 
ask  the  enemy  how  to  win  the  war." 


SOUNDS  SEASONABLE 

Zeke  Flynn  said,  "Some  how  I  never 

keered   much    for   books,    but    (after    a 

thoughtful   pause)    ah    can't    read,     an' 

maybe  that  has  somethin'  to  do  with  it." 


With  hard  work,  perseverence,  deter- 
mination and  a  BIG-  ELI  Wheel,  any  man 
can  make  the  grade  in  this  country. 

Mrs.  Newrich  (to  visitor)  "Yes,  our 
Jamie  is  learning  French  and  Algebra. 
(Turning  to  son)  Here,  Jamie,  tell  Mrs. 
Jones  how  to  say  'good  morning'  in 
Algebra." 


SOME  INVENTOE 

"Your  husband  is  an  inventor,  I  be- 
lieve." 

"Yes,  some  of  his  excuses  for  staying 
out  all  night  are  in  use  all  over  the 
world." 


We  would  not  want  to  say  that  all 
fishermen  are  liars,  but  it  seems  that  all 
liars  love  to  fish. 


WE  HAVE  SEEN  IT  DONE 
"Mamma,   do  the  heathens  in  Africa 

wear  clothes?"  asked  five-year-old  Mary. 
No,  dear,"  was  the  reply. 
"Then  what  good  will  that  button  do 

that    Papa    dropped    in    the    collection 

plate?" 


Wanted:  A  book  on  "How  To  De- 
velop Will  Power" — we  quit  smoking 
January  1st,  1924. — Editor. 


ALL  TOGETHEE 

The  corpulent,  self-complacent  Irish- 
man sank  into  his  most  comfortable 
chair  and  remarked  to  his  wife : 

"Well,  Kate,  me  dear,  life  to  me  seems 
to  have  been  one  long  run  of  prosperity. 
First  I  was  plain  Hooley;  then  I  married 
you  and  became  Mr.  Hooley.  Then  I 
was  made  Councillor  Hooley,  and  later 
Alderman  Hooley.  To  cop  the  lot,  as 
I  wint  into  church  yisterday  all  the  con- 
gregation with  one  accord  rose  and  sang, 
'Hooley,  Hooley,  Hooley!  Lord  God  Al- 
mighty.' " 


WILD  OATS  FOE  HIM 

Little  Percy  was  always  carefully  guard- 
ed against  germs.  The  telephone  was 
sprayed,  the  drinking  utensils  sterilized 
and  public  conveyances  and  places  were 
forbidden  to  him  for  fear  of  lurking  bac- 
teria. 

"Father,"  he  said  one  night  in  a  tone 
of  desperation,  "do  you  know  what  I  am 
going  to  do  when  I  grow  up?" 

"What?"  asked  the  father,  preparing 
for  the  worst. 

"I  am  going  to  eat  a  germ." 


Hitch  your  BIG  ELI  to  an  ELI  Power 
Unit. 


CRABTREE 
Everybody  knows  me 
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News  from  the  BIG  ELI  Factory 


Harold  Balsley  has  re-entered  the  serv- 
ice of  ELI  BRIDGE  COMPANY.  Har- 
old is  a  BIG  ELI  operator  and  spends 
the  entire  Carnival  season  on  the  road 
but  always  comes  back  to  the  House  of 
ELI  and  spends  the  winter  months  here. 


Our  last  issue  was  off  the  press  before 
the  holidays  and  that  prevented  us  get- 
ting some  of  the  holiday  experiences  of 
the  BIG  ELI  Family.  Ben  0.  Rood- 
house  and  family  spent  Christmas  with 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Meisenbach  of 
Pearl,  Mrs.  Roodhouse's  parents. 


"W.  E.  Sullivan  and  family  received  a 
box  of  grape-fruit  and  oranges  from  our 
friend  Charles  Brodbeck  of  Miami,  Fla. 


Lee  A.  Sullivan,  Supejrintendent  of 
ELI  BRIDGE  COMPANY,  spent  several 
days  in  Chicago  recently  in  the  interest 
of  the  business. 


ELI  BRIDGE  COMPANY  recently 
completed  a  ten  car  capacity  garage  for 
the  employees'  automobiles.  This  is  very 
much  appreciated  on  the  part  of  car 
owners  of  ELI  BRIDGE  COMPANY. 


Wesley  Phillips  has  re-entered  the  em- 
ploy of  ELI  BRIDGE  COMPANY. 


Charley  Balsley,  our  expert  gas  engine 
man,  was  recently  called  to  Waverly, 
Illinois  by  the  death  of  his  Grandfather, 
W.  V.  Gray.  Mr.  Gray  was  86  years  old. 
Mr.  Balsley  brings  back  a  very  valuable 
relic  in  the  shape  of  a  squirrel  rifle,  that 
is  about  100  years  old. 


Austin  McPherson  and  his  crew  are 
doing  some  speedy  work  riveting  the 
towers  for  1924  BIG  ELIS. 


John  Jilek  spent  the  holidays  visiting 
friends  down  around  Jerseyville. 


Bob  March,  foreman  of  the  Woodshop 
has  been  indisposed  for  several  days  at 
this  writing.  Before  this  got  into  press 
Bob  was  back  on  the  job. 


Dad  Wood  is  doing  some  nice  work  out 
in  the  Paint  Shop,  putting  on  goldleaf 
on  the  decorations  and  mirror  frames  for 
the  white  seats.  The  paint  shop  with 
Lonnie  Dawson  and  Art  Harrison  has 
assumed  the  appearance  of  a  very  busy 
place.  We  expect  to  show  a  photograph 
of  the  paint  shop  chock  full  of  white 
seats  in  the  next  issue  of  the  OPTIMIST. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clarence  Meyer  spent  a 
few  days  with  the  home  folks  down  at 
AVinchester,  Illinois  recently. 


W.  K.  Davison  has  returned  from  a 
trip  down  South  and  was  around  shaking 
hands  with  all  the  old  timers  and  getting 
accjuainted  with  the  new  comers  of  the 
ELI  force. 


Elmer  Shewmaker  is  as  busy  as  a  hen 
with  one  chicken  out  in  the  upholster- 
ing room  getting  the  seats  all  ready  for 
early  shipment. 


Frank  Vannier's  furnace  has  been  on 
the  blink  for  several  days  causing  no 
little  inconvenience.  Any  time  summer 
wants  to  come  it  will  be  all  right  with 
Frank. 


Henry  Lipsmire  has  the  machine  shop 
running  under  a  full  head  of  steam  at 
the  present  time. 


Jack  Prewitt  informs  us  that  Mrs. 
Prewitt  has  been  ill  for  some  time  past. 
We  sincerely  hope  a  speedy  recovery  for 
Mrs.  Prewitt. 


LINCOLN'S  GETTYSBURG  ADDRESS 


"Fourscore  and  seven  years  ago  our 
fathers  brought  forth  on  this  continent 
a  new  nation,  conceived  in  liberty,  and 
dedicated  to  the  proposition  that  all  men 
are  created  equal.  Now  we  are  engaged 
in  a  great  civil  war,  testing  whether  that 
nation,  or  any  nation  so  conceived  and 
so  dedicated,  can  long  endure.  We  are 
met  on  a  great  battlefield  of  that  war. 
We  have  come  to  dedicate  a  portion  of 
that  field,  as  a  final  resting-place  for 
those  who  here  gave  their  lives  that  that 
nation  might  live.  It  is  altogether  fit- 
ting and  proper  that  we  should  do  this. 
But,  in  a  larger  sense,  we  cannot  dedi- 
cate— we  cannot  consecrate — we  cannot 
hallow — this  ground.  The  brave  men, 
living  and  dead,  who  struggled  here,  have 
consecrated  it,  far  above  our  poor  power 
to  add  or  detract.  The  world  will  little 
note,  nor  long  remember,  what  we  say 
here,  but  it  can  never  forget  what  they 
did  here.  ..  Tt  is  for  us  the  living,  rather, 
to  be  dedicated  here  'to  the  unfinished 
work  w;hich  they  who  fought  here  have 
thus  far  so  nobly  advanced.  It  is  rather 
for  us  to  be  here  dedicated  to  the  great 
task  remaining  before  us, — that  from 
these  honored  dead  we  take  increased  de- 
votion to  that  cause  for  which  they  gave 
the  last  full  measure  of  devotion — that 
we  here  highly  resolve  that  these  dead 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain — that  this 
nation,  under  God,  shall  have  a  new 
birth  of  freedom — and  that  government 
of  the  people,  by  the  people,  for  the  peo- 
ple, shall  not  perish  from  the  earth." 


OUR  LAST  LINE 

The  Editor  of  the  Optimist  will  not  run  for  President 


